
 

 

 

Key Points 

• Security Mark Your Power Tools 

• Keep an Inventory 

• Use Immobilise 

 

• Secure Your Van 

• Secure Your Shed/Workshop 

 

Power Tool Security 

Security Mark your Tools 

 

 

 

If you take the �me to security mark your 

tools, it will protect them against the� and 

assist the police to return your property to 

you if it is stolen and recovered. There are 

a number of ways of security marking your 

items, these include: 

• Ultra violet (UV) or invisible marking - 

UV pens put an invisible mark on your 

property that can only be seen under 

UV light. 

• Engraving or etching - Both methods 

are suitable for many hard surfaces and 

can be done using an electric engraving 

tool or hand engraver. 

• Ceramic marking - Ceramic marking 

pens are designed to mark china, glass 

or glazed surfaces. They do not cut or 

scratch the surface but do leave a 

permanent mark. 

• Forensic marking solu'ons - These are 

harmless solu�ons that contain a 

unique forensic code (like a 

fingerprint), making it easy to iden�fy 

marked items. Firms that provide these 

marking solu�ons include: 

• Smartwater – www.smartwater.com 

• Selectadna – www.selectadna.co.uk 

• Applied DNA Sciences - 

www.adnas.com 

 

Keep an Inventory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also recommend that you take colour 

photographs of any valuable or unusual 

items, paying special a0en�on to any 

dis�nguishing marks such as ini�als or 

crests. 

 

1st 
Principle 



 

 

Photographs should be taken against a plain 

background and include a ruler to give an 

idea of size. The police can then use these 

pictures in press releases and on social 

media to assist in recovering your items. 

 

Make a note of Serial Nos, Model Nos and 

anything else that can help iden�fy your 

tools.  

 

Immobilise   
h0ps://www.immobilise.com/  

Immobilise is the world's largest FREE 

register of possession ownership details and 

together with its sister sites the Police's 

NMPR (www.thenmpr.com) and 

CheckMEND (www.checkmend.com ), forms 

a very effec�ve tool in helping to reduce 

crime and repatriate recovered personal 

property to its righ9ul owners. 

 

Immobilise can be used by members of the 

public and businesses to register their 

valued possessions or company assets, and 

exclusive to Immobilise all account holders 

registered items and ownership details are 

viewable on the Police na�onal property 

database the NMPR (www.thenmpr.com ).  

 

This online checking service is used by all UK 

Police forces to trace owners of lost and 

stolen property. In addi�on Immobilise is 

checked daily by a huge range of recovery 

agencies and lost property offices. 

 

Secure Your Van 
 

• Priori�se security 

when buying your 

van 

 

• Modify the van to 

your needs – Fit a 

quality tool chest with a Sold Secure 

padlock inside your van.  – Fit weldmesh 

panels inside rear van windows & a 

weldmesh screen separa�ng the 

passenger area from the rear of van, and 

a slide bolt to the upper part of the 

sliding side door. 

 

• Use a ‘Pedal Box Guard’ to encase the 

pedals when the vehicle is not in use to 

help prevent the� of the van.  

 

• Fit an On Board Diagnos�c (OBD) safe 

device, a secure lockable device that fits 

over vehicle’s OBD electronic port. 

 

• Upgrade the security on your van – Fit an 

independent alarm, don’t rely on the 

factory fi0ed alarm, that turns off when 

the vehicle is unlocked 

 

• Cataly�c converter – fit an�-the� device 

as generally vans are higher off the 

ground which makes it easier to steal 

these. 

 

• Use your van locks and alarm. 

 

• When locking your van if using a remote, 

physically check the van is locked by 

checking the door handle.  

   

• Don’t leave valuables in your van – If you 

do it must have high security locks and 

an independent alarm fi0ed. 

   

• Think about where you park - If staying at 

a hotel can you store your valuable tools 

with the hotel / park under good ligh�ng 

and where there is CCTV coverage and is 

visible from hotel rooms. 

 

• Keep a record of what’s in your van – was 

it marked, is it iden�fiable, do you have a 

photograph of it? Ideally engrave or mark 

tools and their boxes with your post code 

and house number, and highlight the 

post code with a different coloured paint 

and register serial numbers free of 

charge on Immobilise. 

 

 



 

 

 

Secure Your Shed/Workshop/Garage 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Always lock your shed or garage a�er 

use. 

 

• Secure workshop or shed doors by fiCng 

a strong hasp and staple (also called a 

‘padbar’). Secure this with coach bolts 

and lock the hasp over the staple with a 

closed shackle padlock. 

 

• Secure door hinges with coach bolts or 

non-returnable screws. 

 

• Further protect your workshop or shed 

with a ‘shed bar’. This and other 

approved security products will improve 

the security of your shed or garage and 

can be found at 

  

 www.soldsecure.com  or 

 www.securedbydesign.com  

 

• Replace any ro0en door or window 

frames. 

 

 

 

• Replace broken glass panes or use 

perspex or polycarbonate as a more 

secure alterna�ve for shed and garage 

windows.  Use a window lock along with 

a strong grille or wire mesh.  Use curtains 

or neCng so people cannot see inside.  

Screw windows shut if you do not use 

them. 

 

• Fit a good quality ba0ery operated alarm 

to your outbuilding. 

 

• Up-and-over garage doors can be 

secured by puCng padlocks through the 

inside runners or fiCng padlocks with a 

hasp and staple on either side of the 

door. 

 

• Fit Bri�sh Standard approved locks to all 

your external garage doors including 

integral doors which access your house. 

 

• If you have a household alarm fi0ed, 

consider extending the system to cover 

your garage. 

 

• Chain items such as ladders and large 

power tools to a strong anchor point or 

to each other and use a closed shackle 

padlock. 

 

• Consider a Secure Metal Tool Cage and 

keep this locked when you leave the 

premises 

Do you know someone that might need this informa�on: 

Share it with a friend or Colleague and help us get the message out 

Need to report something—call 101 or use the Crime Stopper Service 


